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A new Commandment.Tgive unto you, that ye 
love one another, as I bave loved you, that © © 
Je alſo love one another. > +. "LY 

By this ſhall all men know-that -ye are my 

diſciples, if ye have love one to another.  - 


- I the Chriſtian 'Religion'in. general 
is the beſt Philoſophy andthe moſt vir- 
4 £yous Inffticurion of all, containing init. 
| - the moſt intire and compleat ſyſteme of 
moral rules and precepts that was ever. yet Ex- 
rant in the world .; ſo' it particularly excells in 
the Doctrine of Love and » Charity, earneſtly 
recommending, ſtrictly enjoyning,vehemently and 
often expreſſing and inculcaring the excellency and + 
neceflity of the beſt of, Graces and Virtues,ahd 
propounding to us for our imitation» and encaltz 
ragement the moſt lively and heroxck example of 2} 
' Kindnefs:and Chatity thar ever was, in thelife 7 
and death of the great Founder of our” Religion; ' 
the Author and Finiſher of our faith, Teſm the _ 
 ® oe . W-. Son 
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©... otherpatts' Ws duty Tre of Ae lis and 
: obſcutity. ole coral light, and” the clonds-and- * 
be imperfection of the former Revelations ; fo. 
doth it moſt eminently y reign and 'triumph in 
this great and þlefſed vixtag} of Chatity, in 
which 2 the P m_ phy L he wr pd that 

"5 e-world, whether, Jewiſh or 
n, n=" mah Le ae, With 
gfe reafori therefore doth our bleſſed Siviour 


call this a new commandment, and- afſert'it*to 
himſelf as-a chibg peculiar to his. Dodrine and. 


Religion, configering how ſeldom it was, taughe 
and how lictle ic was practiſed ir the* worl 14 08 


fore. A new commaname nt '* unto you, that ye 
love one, another, 4s 1have loved: you, that ye'alſo 
loue one ansther. By this ſhall all men know that ye 
are my diſciples, if ye have love ope to «nother. 


3 My diſcourſe upon theſe words, through God's S. 
*  affiflanceandbyyour patience, ſhall be « ans HE 
" hended underth eſix heads. 


x. Iftiall conbides' in what ſenſe our Saviour 
calls. this. commandment of loving one Wother 


 & new commandment. 


2; Ihall endeavour to declate the »ature of 
this commandment, in EET .- the chick 
as gud properties of loves; 
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3: S1 ſhall FF deg ns  LPAM - 


bd relation t0.the. yarious abjefs, abour wi 
irisro berxerciſed, And -;:/;/; ES Ps 


4. Our ebligttion: ro it not only from» our th : 
viours Anthority, bur from- che realoneblenels "4 
and Ms of this new coMmanantient: And - | 


5.1 ſhall oropeund « tO you the great examighe 
which; is here offered to.ofr imitation, as have 


hved you, that yeugodeve "We arver. ET ED - 


6; And laſtly Ys We ſhalteonfider the plaereni 
reference which this prt.cept holdsin the Chraſti- 
an Religion, Ir isthe proper þadge; the. diſtin- y 
Rive mark and chirtids of our profeiſidn'; by b 
which all men ſhall know. yt ate :my. asſripbes; A ; 


Je have love ont ro anther. 


1. In what lan our Saviodr ell By 0 42 
maridmenr of loving one another u ne w'coonimapd — 
ment. Not that ic is.abſolnely andalcogeche | 
.new, buc upon ſome ſpetial -accoxnts2 #or 4 
was obſeryed. by Pagans primirively; and" 
ftotle truly 0blerves, thar ;che Oven bh, OY 
< nature of chings thar have life, all mg fe RE 
« friends and kindly affected: rowards bne'and- 
& ther, ' Anditis. an: precepr of the Tew- - ' 
iſ La, \Thon ſpalt trot thy nn + 
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(4). 
ſeff. Tn ſome ſenſe then it is no new com- | 
mandment. - And:fo St. Fohn' ( who was molt 
likely ro know our Saviours mind, and all whoſe | 
preaching and writings is nothing. elſe bur 'the | 
inculeating this one precept ) doth explain this 
matter, telling us, that in ſeveral reſpe&s it was, - 
and was not, a.new commandment, . 1 Joh, 2, 
7,8. Brethren, I write no new commandment 
#pnto you, but an old commanament which ye had 
from the beginning ;' that. is, from antient time. . 
' But then he corrects himſelf again, but yet 4 new 
commandment I write unto you.. S0that though 
it was not abſolutely new, yet upon divers. con- 
fiderable accounts/'it was in a peculiar manner 
properto the Chriſtian Inſticution. Therefore 
ir is fo peculiarly aſcribed 'ro the . teaching. of | 
Gods Spiritthatis-conferr'd upon Chriſtians þy | 
-our Golpel.” 1-Thell. 4..9. But if ye continue 
in brotherly love, ye need wot that I write unto 
you, for ye your ſelves are nd! Juxloi, divinely 
taught and inſpired to love one another. This | 
commandmentrhen of loving 'one another is fo. 
-much enlarged as to the obje# of it, beyond what | 
either the Jews or Pagans did underſtand, and 
extent, reaching toall mankind. and to our very 
'enemies ; ſo greatly advanced and heightned-as 
to. the:'degree of it, even to require the laying 
down. of our lives for one another 5" ir is fo 
effeQually taught, ſo very much forced and'in- 
,Culcated-by our: Saviour, chat it may be wo | 
R<) well 
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well called 2 xew. commandment. For. though 


was never fo taughe, ſo inculcated; never was 
F ch an example givenof ir, never ſo much ſtreſs 


:or*Religion-that was ever before in the ,world : 
'Fprocced' in the * - E 


2, place, To deelare ito you the xature of this 


commandment, or the duty which is required by 
 .it,'and that will. beſt be done by. inſtancing; ig 


behaviour: towards one ano:her 5 Love {mocths 


feed with what happens to aavther,:as if if 


were'in -ſome ſort our owa caſe. And then to 


. centribure as much as in us lyes tothe. happine!s 
of: one another, by relieving one anothers wants 


and redreffing their :grievances, Again, tenders. | 
neſs of their good name and reputation, a proner 


neſs to interpret, all words and ations to the 
beſt ſenfe. Parience: and forbearance-towards 
: ones another, : and when differences happen, to 
wanagetFem with all poſſible calmneſs and kind» 
nefs.; and to be ready to forgive and tobe recon- 
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it was 'not unknown to 'mankind+ before, yer.ir - 


and weight laid upon it, by all che Philoſophy 


«the:Thief. as and properties of ; Charity. As, _ 
humanity and kineneſs in ajl our. carriage. and 


8 -che diſpoſitions. of - men, .. Next,: rejoycing in | 
the:good | and happineſs of one: another, add 
grieving at'their evils and ſufferings }/ for love 
unitesthe intereſts of men, ſo as to make us; Aafs . 


ciled to.one another, To pray for one qnothery 
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| (6) 
dnd-if occaſion” be, atleaſt 'if-the publick goed. 
of: Chriſtianity require ' it, to be ready to- lay 
down ourlives for the Brethren, and ſo-facrifice 
our ſelves for the furtherance of their ſalvation.: - 
 ..2$;"We: ſhall confider the different .ddgrees 
and meaſures of charity with xelation- to: 4tie 
yarious objects towards which it is to be exer- 
cifed. *Atd as tothe negative. part of 'this: du- 
ty, itis robe equally extended: towards ail. We 
are not'to: hate or bear any ill will ro; any-man, 
or do' kim any-/injury. ': Love worketb. 0: £w14 g0 
his -nejghbour.. And this Charity we areto ex- 
erTiſe-rowards all-without any exception, with- 
outany/difference.. And as to the poſitive parc 
 . Sf this duty, wefſhould bear an univerſal kind- 
=: meſs roall men; wiſh every. mans happineſs, and 
.  . pray'for itas heartily as for our own, :and be 
Feady upon all occafions tor procure and-promote 
the wellfare of. all. - Bur. .a&ts of Charity nei- 
ther canibe extended to all, nor ought to beto all 
alike ; we do not know the: wants of all, and 
therefore: our knowledge or :rather our. ignorance 
muſt neceſſarily bound the. efte&ts of our cha- 
Tity-within acertairt compals, and . of thoſe we 
do know, we can but relieve-a ſmall part for wagr 
of ability. ' Therefore wer mnt ſer-ſome rules 
for the handſome diſcreet rdering of our charity. 
Firſt, thoſe of moſt 'extremity ought to; cake 
place of all ochers, Objectsof nature and obs 


(7) 
neſs bf tlation feem to challenge the next Place: - 
Foriner kindneſs and benefits received;chim rhe- 
next.room;”* And theh the 'houſhold- of fairh, 
And after chefe, the merit 'of the perſons and all 
ciccumſtafices belonging ro! them are to be con- - 
ſidered.” Thofe who labour in an honeR calling, 
but #te at x'prear deal of :charges,; thoſe who are 
fallen from a plentiful eſtrre by misfortune and 
the providence of God without heir own fault ; 

thoſe who haye relieved others,and been eminent- 
ly charitable and beneficial ro mankind : thefe do 

ll challenge our more eſpecial regard and confi: 

teration, And laftly, thoſe who by reaſon of 
their inftrmities do call for more than ordinary 


piry and'chaticy. 


<< 


4. We ſhall confider our 0b/igatioys to this 
dury, ' not only from our Saviours authority, 
bur from the reaſonableneſs and excellency of 
the thing "commanded. This is the command-' 
ment of the Son of God, who came down from 
Heavento declare the will of God ro us. And 
this is peculiarly his command which he preſſes 
ſq earneſtly upon his Diſciples,as if he required 
nothing elfe in compariſon ob this. In St. Fohr 
I5. 12. This « my commanament, that ye love 
owe anther as I have loved you. And at 
ver. 17. Theſe things command you, that ye 
love one another, All his Dodrine ſeems to 
tend, ro- chis, ro love one another, And fo 
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St, Fthn ſpeaks of itas the greatmeſſage that the . 

Son of God was to deliver to mankind, in. the: 

1 Ep. St. Fehz 3. 11. For this # the. meſſage 

that : ye heard from the beginning, . that 'we \ 
ſhould live one another. «And at verl. 23, 
This ts his commandment, that we ſhonld be- 
lieve on. the name of bis Son TJeſws . Chriſt, 
and love one another as be gave us commana- 
ment, In Chap. 4.21. Thu commandment 
have we from bim, that he who loveth God, love 

. bs brother alſo. Bur beſides the Authority of 
our Saviour, we have a precedent. obligation . | 
'frcm our natvre, and from the reaſonablepeſs 
and excellency of the thing it ſelf, The frame 

_ of 'our nature diſpoſes us toit, and Our inclina- 
tion to Socicty, in which there cati be no plea- 
ſure, no advantage, without mutual love and 
charity. Equity calls for it : that we our ſelves 
do. wiſh and expc& kindneſs from: others, is 
convifticn cnovgh to any man that Ie .owes it 
to others. Itis the advancement and perfci- 
on of cur patures, the enlargement .of our 
ſouls, the chief ornament and beauty of a. great 
mind. Jr makes, us like to God, the beſt. ang 
moſt perfect and hzppieſt Being in the world, 
and in that which is. the prime excellency .and 
happineſs and perſe(tion. of the divine. nature, 

\ Theadvantages of this temper are unſpeakabiy 
numerous. Ic preſeryes the foul. from thoſe un- 

$uly and trouplcſome ard Giſquicting Fauons, 
TR ; WRIC 


(9) 
which. are the. great torment of-mens Spirits, 
from, anger: and envy, malice and revenge, jea- 
louſie and diſconcent, - . Itmakes our . minds live- 
ly and cheerful, puts us into a good kumour and 
'Our fpirits into an caſte poſture, and makes us. 
capable of poſlefſing and enjoying our ſelves. Ir 
preferves men from the many . miſeries and in- 
conveniences to which enmity and ill-will do 
inevitably expoſe them. Ic makes them friends 
to God and one another, and renders every con- 
dition either pleaſant, or eafie, or tolerable to us : 
ſo that to love others is the crueſt love.to our 
ſelves, and doth redound to cur own nnſpeaka- 
ble benefir and advantage. Ia all reſpects ir is 
a very conſiderable part of our duty, moſt ac- 
- Ceptable to God, moſt beneficial to others, and 
moſt comfortable to our ſelves, And it is the 
eaſieſt of all duties; and it makes all others eaſie. 
| The pleaſure off ic makes che pains: to ſignifie 
nothing ;- the delightful reflection upon 1t_af- 
terwards is a moſt admirable ſatisfaction. 


is a duty which every man cught to perform, 


how ſtrait and indigent ſoever his fortune and. 


condition be,: the pooreſt man may be as cha- 
ritable as a Prince, he gaay have as much kind- 
neſs in; his |.cart, though his hard can't be fo 
bountiful and benign. Our Saviour inſtances 
in, 4.cup of cild water as a charity that will 
be higl ly accepted and rewarded by God , and 
Cne, of tte mcſt celebrated: charities that, ever 
TT 9 n 
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was, how ſmall was it for the matter of ir, and 
yer how great in regard of the mind that gave 
it © I mean the two mites that the caſt into the 
Treaſury. One could ri, give leſs, and yer. 
no body conld give more : for the gave all that 
ſhe had. All theſe excellencies and advantages 
of love and charity are ſo many powerful argu- 
ments, {o many ftrong obligations to the pra-". 
ctice of this duty, Fa Boi 


5. We ſhall confider the great inſtance, and 
example that is here propounded to our imitati- 
on. As I have lovea you, that ye alſo love one 
another, The Son of Gods becoming man, his 
whole life, his bicterdearh and paſſion, all tha 
he did in theworld and all that he ſuffer'd; was 
one great and continued proof and evidence of 
his greac love to mankind : The greateſt in- 
ſtance of love among men, and char roo bue 
_ very rare, is, for 4 man to lay down hu life 

for his friend: butthe Son of God dyed for all 
mankind, and we' were all his enemies. And 
ro make men cheerfully imitate. the example of 
char love and charity, the effets whereof are 
ſo comfortable and ſoWbeneficial ro every one 
of ns, had'nor he loved* us and dyed for us, 
we had inevitably periſhed, we had been mife- 
table and undone ro all eternity. To perperuate 
this great Example, and that it might alwayes 
be freſh in* our memory, the” great - a 
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(11) 
of our - Religion was purpoſely -inſtwnted, for 
the: cammemoration of che great, love of the 
Son of Godin laying dowa his life and ſhedding 
his blood for the wicked and rebellious race 
-of mankind. - But I have not time to enlarge 
"oo this argument as it deferves, I come 
48 the 


6, place, To confider the place and reference 
which' this great' precept. and duty- here requi- 
red by Our Saviour holds in.the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. .'. He makes it the proper badge and 
character of his: Diſciples, By thi. ſhall all mer 
know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one 
another. The different Sets among the Jews 
had ſome peculiar charaRer to- diſtinguiſh chem 
From -one anothers diſciples 3: moſt of the great 
Rabbies.among them. had ſome Saying, tome 
Opinions. or {0me Traditions whereby chey were 
known: from one another ; and ſo the diſciples 
of Fohn Baptiſ# were remarkable for their faſt- 
ing and praying. Ia alluſion. to theſe diſtincti- 
ons of Secs and; Schools among the Jews -our 
Saviour fixes upon 4his mark and charaRer 
whereby his diſciples ſhowfd be known from the 
diſciples of any ocher Infticution, a mighty love 
and affeion ro one anather. Other Sects were 
diſtinguiſbed by opinions, or ſome external Rites 
and 'Ceremonies of Religion, bur our Saviour 
pirches upon that which is of another _ 
Ck che 


_ 
the moſarge and comprehenſive, the-mol? uſe- 
ful and beneficial, the moſt humane and moſt 
divine quality that men are capable of, This 
was his great commandment 10 his-difciples 
before he left the world, this was his laſt legacy 
to them, -and-this was: the effect - of his laſt 
prayer for them, and for this end amongothers 
he inſtituted the Sacrameur of his bleſſed Body 
and Blood, for a lively and' continual remem- 
brance of  his- charity to all men, and for 'a 
perpetual bond of love and union among-his 
Followers, -- And the Apoſtles. of. our” agrd 
and Saviour recommend this to us as the 
principal part of our Religion, telling us, that 
in Chriſt Jeſus, that- is, ' in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion , nothiog - will - avail, no - not Faith it 
ſelf, unieſs- it be inliven'd- and inſpired -by 
this Charity : That this is the end of the 
Commandment, T1& Ts aegy/mbic, the end/'of 
the Evangelical ceclaration ; That it is the firſt 
fruit of the ſpirit »--the (pring and root of all 
thoſe graccs and virtues which concern our duty 
towards one another ; That itis the ſumim and 
abridgement, the agcommiſhment and fulfilizg 
of the whole Law ;*That- without this, what- 
ever men may pretend to'in- Chriſtianity, they 
are- nothing and their Religion 75 vain ;' That 
this is the greateſt of all graces, greater” than 
faich and hope, and of moſt laſting uſe ant] du- 
ration, for charity never fails. . My us 
> bs above 


— _— -- 


(13). 
 above:all things ro; endeavour -afcer:if a9: the 
crowh! ofiull other-virtues; ' -4bowe all things 
hive Jerveat charity. 470mg your ſetves, auch 
St. Perer.-  And' Sr, Paul having enumerated 
ſeyerat: other Chriftiah virtues, ;exhorts us 
above all co endeavour. after. it, ' But: 4bove af 
theſes things pur on charity which' is'' the 'bond 
of o perf And: this, :St./Foh# makes the 
certain ! fign of loye:to Godzi: df 4 man 

fay, T love Gia, pn hateth his Brotber, he is © 
4 Lyir:. for 'be that: loveth: not his brother 
whom he” hath ſeen, bow can he  love:; God 
whom. he. huth nat ſees ? And the fame A- 
| Poſtle makes ir the principal evidence that 
we. are..in} a ſtate: of ']Grace and + Salvation, 
By this. ( faichhe ) we know thatrwe have paſs 

ſed from death to life, becauſe we-love - the 
Brethrew, So that well might our , Saviour 
chooſe this for the badge -of his diſciples, and 
make it the great precepr of 1the beſt and 
moſt perfe@ Chriſtianiry.' Other things: might 
tend more to oſtentarion, bur nothing in che 
world is ' of more real advantage; And in 
the -firſt Ages of Chriſtianity ,, Chriſtians 
were! very remarkable: for,atis grace: and vir- 
rue, and particularly;  Nobrs ) by faith 'Ter- 
tullian, < Ir is fetupon:us:as\ a brand or. mark; 
And it was proverbially ſaid by the Hea- 
£Ole, « See how theſe Chriſtians love one 
C _ «another. 


o (14) 
\- - Eangther; Lucian acknowledges . that this 
= was the [great principle which their” Maſter 
had inſtilled into them. And F«lien, the bit- 
rereſt Enemy that Chriſtianity. ever had, doth 
yet -propound co the Heathens for an Example 
the charity of the Galleens, for ſo he called 
the Chriſtians by way of: reproach, « who, | 
, «(ayes he )) give up themſelves to humanity | . 
« and-charity, tothe great advantage and'Re- 
« putation 'of their Religion, Nay, he ac- 
knowledges ( for the charity of the Chriſti- 
ans was ſo general that it was not limitted 
and confined to themſelves.) in that famous 
paſſage of his in his Letter to the High _ 
Prieſt of Galatia, *'Itis a ſhame ( ſayes he) 
« that when the :Jews ſuffer none of theirs 
«ro begg, and the Galil2aps relieve not only. 
« their own but thoſe of our Religion, that 
<« we only ſhould be ſo defective in ſo necel- 
** ſary a virtue, By all which you fee that 
love and charity is not only the great precept 
_of our Saviour, but was in thoſe firſt and 
beſt times the general practice of his Diſci- 
ples, and acknowledged by Heathens as a 
very -peculiar and sgmarkable quality in them. 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
diſciples, if you love one anther.” © 


A And 
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And now I have done-with thoſe fix parti- 
culars- which 'I propounded to ſpeak to:from 
theſe words: "The Application which” I ſhall 
make of this diſcourſe ' ſhall be. threefold, 
I. . Wich relation to the 'Church: of [Rome 
2. Ia reference ro our ſelves who profeſs the 
Reformed Proteſtant Religion. 3. And more 
particularly with relation tothe occaſion of this 
preſenrmeeting. 7 t 


. I, Witty relation/ to the Church of Rowe, 
which we' cannot chaſe buc think of, when- 
ever we ſpeak of : Charity and 'love ito one 
another, eſpecially - having had ſo late a. diſ- 
covery © of their affetion'to us, and fo confi- 
. derable a teſtimony. of/ rhe . kindneſs and Cha- 
rity which they. delig/ rowards us all, ſuch as 
may juſtly make the ears of every 'one that 
hears it to tingle, and render Popery a fright- 
ful and an hateful thing to the end of the 
world, It is now but too viſible how groſly 
this great commandment of our Saviour is con- 
tradicted nor only by the practices of choſe 


in that communion, from-the Pope down 'to 
the meaneſt Pricſt, but by the very . Doctrines 
and : principles, the genius and ſpirit of thar 
Religion, which is calculated for cruelty and 
perſecution. Where ow mark of ay 
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ſo much infiſted on by onr Lord and Maſter, 
19 be folbod 4rd; thav-Chujch:t: Ang yet: what 
15 the apo m tt gs the ſociety _ 
commpnity:iof Chiifts Piſciptes +: 
(urely. 2 Al relon te. ai :Chrift made 
= vx = Mg and ; character —_ 
i(ciples, thould: be che diſtingaiſhivg) mar 
2 trne Church. Bel/aymineretkons bc think, 
no les than: fifteen. marks'of a. true Church, 
all which the Church of Rozze arrogates -to 
her ſelf ; but he wiſely forgot that which is 
worth all the teſt 3'; and; which: qhr Saviour 
inſiſts upon in chick ef -all' others, fincere' love 
and charity to all Coriftians. This! he knew 
would by no 'means. agree... to: his, Church, 
But Ichink that it is:as neaſonable thata whole 
Church, as that particular- Chriſtians, ſhould 
be judged of by their charity. The Chorch 
of Rome would ingroſs all Faith to: her (elf, 
Faith in its utmoſt perfeRion, to + the point 
and pitch of Infa)libility,: and 'it will allow 
no body in the world: beftde her. Telf.'('no, 
though they believe. all the Articles-of the 
Apoſtles Creed ), to have' one grain\.of, true 
Faith, becauſe forfogrh they don't believe np. 
on the Authority of their Church, which 
they pretend | to be the” only foundation of 
Faith, 'This certainly' is a '' moſt vain and 
arrogant 'Pretence 3 / but -admir” it .Were. 2rue; 
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yet-ip. the judgement. of: St. Band, though they 


had ell faith, yet if they have m<charity, th 
ore. [ef ron The greateſt Ca of All S 


«woke. whoa ſo deſtitute of charity 

and. perleciite : Chriſtians molt, *h 
this. while maſt. confidencly. of all others Prey 
o__ 20 be the, Diſciples of. Chriſt, and wi 
law none 18th he world to be. by but them- 
hac. Charch that excommunicates 
Sheiſtian Churches in the World, 
= If. ſhe could would. extirpate them out. of 
the world, 
the.crug Chriſtian Church, as.if. oux Saviour 
had. (gjd,. We (s: ſhe fl men. kuyow. that ye 
are. my. + $6 «x tf; rg hate, and cxcommuni- 

op oe ny er. L hat ſhail be done 

untocklaee Fs. thougmpry aa 
pudent pretence b 


anity 2 ? 

FS | ſhall. apply this , with relation to. our 
halves who profeſs the Reformed Proteſtanc 
Rebgion. . ' Apd; how jis this great precept of 
Our Saviour AOC-,only denyed. but plain.y vio- 
lated bY, us; pod that 6 & by private ba- 
red, and envy, AHRreS -and contentions, in 
our oxdin ary converſe find _intercouſe with one 
another, but - by thoſe uachriſtian diviſions 
and animoſitics in that common relation where- 
jn we | S002 19 one another,, as 'Breyhren and 

| C 3 Chri- 


that 
hace 
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will, needs aſſume. her ſelf to. be | 
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Chriſtians and Proteſtants © 'Have we not all 
one Father ? Hath not one God created us* 
And are wenot'in a more peculiar and*emi- 
nent-manner brethren, veins all Children'of 
God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus © Are we”not 
members of the ſame body, and partakers of 
the ſame Spirit,” and Heirs of the ſame bleſſed 
hope of eternal life * ſo that þeing brethren 
upon ſo many accounts, and united by ſo many 
bonds'and endearments, and all travelling to- 
wards the ſame heavenly Countrey, why do 
we fall ont by the way, fince we are Brethren ? 
Why do we not as becomes brethren dwe/ 
together in unity, but are ſo apt to quarrel 
and break out into heats, and crumble into 
ſeats and ' parties, to-divide and feparate from 
_ another upon every ſlight and trifling oc- 
caſton * 


Give me leave to expoſtulate this matter 
calmly and in the ſpirit of meekneſs, and in 
the name of our dcar Lord 'who loved us all 
at ſuch a rate as to dye for us, to recommend 
to you this new commandment” of his, that we 
love one another ; which is almoſt a xew com- 
mandment till, and hardly che worfe for 
wearing, ſo ſeldom hath ic been put on and 
ſo lictle practiſed by Chriſtians for ſo many 
ages, Conlider. ſeriouſly with your ſelves, 
OO OS Ought 


; (19) 
' Ought not the great matters wherein we /are 
__ our union in the great DoGtrines of 

hriſtianicy, and in all the neceſfary Articles 
of that Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints, in all the ſubſtantial parts of Gods 
worſhip, and all' the duties and virtues of the 
Chriſtian life, to. be of greater force to unite 
us, than difference in doubtful opinions, and 
in little rites and circumſtances of worſhip, to 
divide and break. us © Are not the things 
about which we differ, in their nature dubi- 
ous, that is, things about which there ought to 
be no difference among wiſe men © Are they 
not at a great diſtance from the life and el- 
ſence of Religion, and either good or bad as 
they tend ro the peace and unity of the 
Church, or are made uſe of to Schiſm and 
Faction, neither neceſſary nor evil in them- 
ſelves ? And ſhall little ſcruples weigh ſo far 
with us, as by breaking the peace of our 
Church tg endanger our whole Religion £ 
ſhall we for an hundred pence take one ano- 
ther by the throats, when our common Ad- 
yverſary ſtands ready to clap upon us an Acti- 
on of ten thouſand Talents. * -Can we be in 
good earneſt contented, Father than the Sur- 
lice ſhould nor be thrown ont, Popery ſhould 
e brought in; and rather than receive the 


Sacrament in the humble, bur yer indifferenc 
+7 poſture 
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OE | | anfubſitantiation: and adorg:the: Elemetts pf ; 


to ſwallow the CambiiedB © 


Dread and Wine for our God: und!Savibut.?3 
whd '#acher than ſubmic- co a'fer. foren of: Prayery 
to-have the- ſervice of God. performed im.afh 
unkdowa congie!s Ate -we'not:yer made)fen- 
fib's at! kaft' in" this oar-day; by ſo clear 2 
_ demotiſtratibn as 'the providence -of God hath 
lately given ns, and: which had not he been mer- 
ciful- ro 'us had proved the tcareſt and/dan» 
gerouſeſt experiment chart ever was 5 E:fayg 
are we nor yer ſarisfied, what mighty” adyan- 
raves - our enemies - have | made - by our divift- 
ens, and- what a plentiful: harveſt: they.:have 
found among 'us' during out differences 'and 
upon 'the account of -rhem, / and how near - 
their Religion was-ro have enered upon-us at 
otice'at thoſe breaches which: we had opened 
for them * Ler us by this take a late warning; 
and keep an'eye upon our: chief intereſt, and 
not ſuffer our ſelves to be diverted from che 
conſideration of onr greateſt- danger by . che 
ſlighc provocations- of our- Friemds :;. ſol chuſe 
_to- call. choſe who difſenc from us.in lefler 
things, ' becauſe 'I 'would fain have them ſo; 
and chey oughc: in aN reaſon to- be fo. * And 
however they my behave chemſelves cowards 
fs, we ought adr t- imind thoſe that fling dir 
at ' us, whileſt we arc ſure there 0" 
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ies, "who Hou they 


differences among them 


nothin 
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and attempts of Popery, but an eſtabliſhed Na- 
tional, Religion, firmly united and compatted 
in all the parts of ite Is it not plain to every 
eye, that little Sets and feparate Congregati- 
ons cant never do well, bukt will "be like a 
foundation .of ſand ro a/ weighty ' building, 
which what ſhow ſoever it make, cannot 
ſtand long, becauſe ic wants union at the 
foundation, and ſor: that reaſon muſt neceſſa- 
5 2 rily 


(22) 


rily want ſtrepgth 2 Ir is not for private 'per-*Þ 


ſons to undertake in matter of pnblick. con- 
cerg ; but we have no cauſe now, for the Go-' 
vernours of our Church, notwithſtanding all 
the advantages of Authority. and (we think ) 
of reaſon too on our fide, are of that piety 
and prudence, that for peace fake and in or- 
der to a firm -union among Proteſtants, they 
would be contented if that would do ir, nor 
td inſiſt upon leſſer things, but yield them up 
either to the infirmity, or the importunity, or 
perhaps in ſome few things to the plauſtble 
Exceptions of thoſe who differ from us. But 
then ſurely on the gther fide men ought to 
bring along with ch a peaceable diſpoſnti- 
on, and a mind ready to comply with the 
Church, they were bora in, in all reaſonable 
and lawful things, and detjrous to- return to 
the communion of it ; a mind free from pafſi- 
on and. prejudice, from pieyiſh exceptions, 
and groundleſs and endleſs fears, not apt to in- 
{1{t upon Jictle trifles and objeRions, to which 
the very beſt thipgs, and the cleareſt and great- 
eſt rruchs ia th& world, are and alwayes will 
be lyable. Arid s pal there be thereforc, 
chat hencefor e 0 longer Children toft to 


th we 


ana fro ana carryed about by every wind of 
DefFrine, by the flights of men, and the canning + 


4na craftineſs of rhoſe who lhe ty wait to ac- 
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 ceive.ws; If we would govern our ſelves by 
theſe rules, and walk according to them, peace 
would be upon ws and upon the Iſrael of 
God, ' | | 


I ſhall conclude all with a few words zz» re- 
lation to: the occaſiox of this preſent - meeting, 1 
have all this while been recommending to-you 
this great truth from the Authority and exam- 
ple of aur bleſſed Saviour, and from the nature 
and reaſon of the thing, in all the proper as 
and inſtances of ir, ' Bur beſide particular as 
of charity to be exerciſed upon emergent occa- 
ons, there are likewiſe charitable cuſtomes 
which are highly commendable, becauſe they 
are of a much largerextenr and longer continu- 
ance ; as, the mectivg of the Sons'of the Cler- 
gy, whievis now eſtabliſhing into a charitable 
Corporation ; an anniverſary meeting for the ſe- 
veral Counties of England, for the excellenteſt 
. and nobleſt encs that can be poſſible, the main- 

raining of friendſhip and che promoting of cha- 
rity, Theſe I call charitable cuſtomes, which 
of late years have much obtained in this great 
City, And what honeſt man would not re- 
joyce to fee fo generous/and commendable a 
diſpoſition to prevail and reign ſo arhvng us; 
when the overflowing of vice and wickedneſs 

- amongſt us, tlic contagious increaſe of all im- 
oo  -- - - _— 
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pudence and-impiety of later years /hathwibedees "JF; 
very i!]:ro ir, and EN OT 
upon this-{inful Nation,/and::ſcems' vo thrdaren: 
more ? The greateſt comfort that I haye had 
under the icheafion of Gods diſpleaſure to- 
wardsus-hath been: this;” that thongh-badimien 
were never: worle in:any \time,: yetrhe: good: = 
(who T hope: are nor! a few.) were nevet:more. | 
rruly and: fubſtantially good: © :I'believe there! 
were never it , any: time / greater and) more! 
teal effets of charity, and/thar nor through: a; 
blind ſuperſtition and an! igaorant zealand a; 
mercenary impreffionof- their »22x;t; hur«frony 
{ound knowledge - and 'fincere "obediente. and! 
love ro God,;'or as the: Apoſtle defcribes it, ow? | 
of" a pure heart and cood tinſcience: and of faith 
unfeioned; And who thar loves: God,,and Re-: 
ligion'canchuſe- but rake great conretMnent -r0 
| ſee ſo generous and forward a diſpotition it 
£ people this way, which of late hath been very 
much'' nouriſhed by us' to very good- purpoles 
and effe&s,” and many. charitable 'deeds' done in 
the beft and nobleſt way, and hath likewiſe ma- 
ny times tended ro the reconciling* the” minds 
of men; and allaying the hears and acimoſities 
which have been cadſed by our 'Civil confuſt- 
ans and Religious diſtrations: for-there. is no- 
thing many cimes/ wanting to rake away'pre- 
judice and raecxtinguiſh harted and ill will; but | 
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- _andto underſtand one another, by which the 
Will quickly perceive thar they are not 


"*(uch- 
Monſters as they. have been repreſented to one 
another, Weare then one of the laſt Counties 
of Enylaxd that have entred intg, this friendly 
and charitable kind of ſociety. Ft us make 
amends for our late ſetting our by the quickning 
of our pace, that we may overtake and outſtrip 
thoſe that have gone before us; Let not our 
Charity partake of the coldneſs of our Climate, 
but as we are by compuraction the largeſt County 
in Exelazd, let it appear that we are ſo-by the 
oreatnels and largeneſs of our Charity. 


